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Nothing further is done until the fifteenth day when the most important ceremonies are performed, answering to a certain extent to the sapindi rites of the orthodox. The ceremonies on this day are very different amongst the two sections. In the case of night-observers, the dasari and friends assemble at the house of the deceased, when the karta and the friends and relatives of the deceased, who are of the same surname (house-name), all shave the head and the face. The karta also has his moustache shaven off, and in some cases even the sikha. The killing of the fowl or sheep, and the ceremony of the ashtaksharam are all gone through as on the chinnadinamu, except that there is no visit paid to the cemetery. As a very large number of people gather together for this ceremony, a pig may possibly be killed. On this occasion there is feasting and drinking as at a great wedding feast.
Sometime after the sun sets the dasari proceeds to tie together with some sticks a contrivance about two or three feet high. Cross pieces are also tied so as to make two little platforms inside, one of which is for a lamp. Some cotton cloth is tied round the upper part of this arrangement so as to form a shelter for the lamp, and also to make it look like a little shrine. The name given to this in Telugu is triteru or the three-storied car. A light is placed inside this shrine and it is taken up by the ddsari who is accompanied by the assembled friends both male and female. Strumming on his guitar-like instrument, he proceeds, singing a song, to some place near an adjacent main road. A specimen of the songs thus sung, supplied to me by a ddsari, is a meaningless composition referring to Eama in a pantheistic way, as being all things and pervading all things. There is no allusion in it whatever to the ceremony itself or anything connected with it. Arrived at a suitable spot they all sit down round the temporary shrine, now lighted up, and the